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Dave Davenport steps down as 
a Rosebud Conservation District 

Supervisor after 27 years of service! 

We would like to thank Dave, Jewell and 
their family for the time he spent as a 
supervisor on the RCD Board.  During 
his dedicated years with the district 
he was apart of many programs and 
projects brought to Rosebud County 
producers. Dave worked on and headed 
the formation of the Rosebud Watershed 
Group, he was apart of the team who 

developed the Coal Bed Methane Use Land Ordinance #1, which he first for a CD in the state 
of Montana, along with volunteering for a variety of educational events, including hosting the 
Montana Youth Range Camp on his operation in 2015 and the Rosebud CD Drill Rental program 
along with many other outstanding volunteer efforts.  The Conservation District wishes Dave 
and Jewell the best as they enjoy retirement. Dave and Jewell  will continue on the family 
ranch on Rosebud Creek with their son Wes and his family.  

THANK YOU DAVE FOR YOUR DEDICATION AND COMMITMENT TO ROSEBUD COUNTY!

Rosebud Conservation District ·270 S. Prospect·PO Box 1200·Forsyth, MT 59327·406.351.2822·Meetings 1st Thursday
Big Horn Conservation District ·250 13th Street West·Hardin, MT 59028·406.629.3229·Meetings 1st Thursday
Treasure Conservation District ·211 Elliot Ave Hysham MT 59038

Reg Hoff Memorial Scholarship awarded to
Cassy Schiffer Forsyth 2021 Graduate

The Rosebud Conservation District awards $1,500 in scholarships to 
Rosebud County graduating High school seniors in memory of Reg Hoff.

Reg Hoff, local farmer, and rancher in Forsyth Montana, also served 
on the Rosebud Conservation District Board of Supervisors. Reg was 
dedicated husband, father, and steward of the land who took pride in 
his family and his operation. Although Reg was a supervisor for four 
short years, he was involved in conservation most of his lifetime.

The Rosebud Conservation District wishes to continue to honor Reg Hoff 
through this memorial scholarship. Reg is remembered for his service to 
the conservation district, his dedication to leadership, encouragement 
to think outside of the box on conventional farming and ranching along 
with his drive to always keep learning and sharing that knowledge with 
others.

Cassie Schiffer is a 2021 graduating senior of Forsyth Highschool in 
Forsyth Montana. She has chosen to go into veterinary technology 
because of her interest and love for taking care of animals. She has 
grown up working on the family ranch, has been a member of 4-H, and is currently serving as the FFA President 
for the Forsyth Chapter. Cassie has also participated in a variety of sports throughout her high school career 
including basketball and volleyball.

We wish Cassy a successful and fulfilling education and career!

The Rosebud Conservation District offers this scholarship to Rosebud County high school graduates each spring. 
To keep informed on this and other opportunities check out or website www.rosebudcd.com

Doug McRae, RCD Chair Presents 
Cassy Schiffer with the 2021 Reg 
Hoff Memorial Scholarship.

NRCS, FSA & Conservation Districts across Montana & Covid 19 
Call the office for new covid regulations and rules for  offices near you. 

Rosebud Conservation: Bobbi 406-351-2822/ Makayla 406-351-2860/Office 406.351.8012 Treasure 
Conservation: Angie 406-342-5510 • Big Horn Conservation: 406-629-3229



Joshua Siemsen,  New Soil Conservationist of 
Rosebud County NRCS 
I was born and raised in Belgrade, MT. During high school I started working 
on a lo-cal dairy farm where I found an enjoyment for agriculture. After 
high school I decid-ed to pursue a degree in crop sciences from MSU in 
Bozeman with the hopes of a career in agriculture. During college I worked 
on a couple different ranches in the Lewistown and Bozeman areas where I 
continued to learn and enjoy ag. While doing ranch work around Bozeman 
I was introduced to the local conservationist who spoke highly of the NRCS 
and encouraged me to pursue a career with the NRCS. I am glad to have 
ended up in Forsyth! During my free time I enjoy golfing, hunting, and 
fishing and look forward to exploring the area around Forsyth more. 

NRCS welcomes Tessa Wilson as the 
new Range Management Specialist 
of Forsyth, MT field office! 
Tessa grew up splitting her time between Billings 
and Cooke City, Montana.  In this tiny mountain 
town, she developed her passion for habitat 
conservation through hiking, fly fishing, and 
horseback riding. She graduated from Montana 
State University with a Bachelors degree in Natural 
Resource and Rangeland Ecology, focusing in Wildlife 
Habitat as well as a minor in Animal Science. Tessa 
brings with her experience in grizzly bear habitat 
surveys and Natural Resource Inventory skills. She 
is especially excited to share her knowledge and 
passion with producers in a joint effort to conserve 
wildlife habitat in Forsyth and the surrounding areas.

Makayla Ingman Joins the Rosebud Conservation District 
as Administrative Assistant 
Hi I’m Makayla Ingman, I was raised in Forsyth MT and moved to North Dakota 
after I graduated high school. I moved back after I got married due to my husband 
transfer-ring to Billings, MT, and bought a house  outside Shepherd with 20 acres. 
We have 3 horses , 4 dogs , and eventually chickens. We have a little girl named 
Ridgely that turned a year old in July 2021. We are a busy family between hunting 
and helping family & neighbors with livestock, coaching volleyball, and going to the 
mountains with my family. I’m happy to be back in my home state. I started working 
for the con-servation district when I was in high school as a summer intern and I 
loved it. I’m so happy to be back with the conservation district and looking forward 
to learn more! 

New Faces in New Places…..Please join us in welcoming these fantastic 
individuals to offices around our area.
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• There are 914 million acres of farmland 
just in the U.S.

• An acre of corn will give off 4,000 
gallons of water per day in evaporations.

• Cows can eat around 40 pounds of food 
each day.

• Henry Ford used soybeans for paint and 
plastic in his cars.

• Many medicines, including insulin, are 
made from the glands of cow.

• What is a farmer’s favorite Bruce 
Springsteen song? Born in the USDA

• Why shouldn’t you tell a secret on a 
farmer? Because the potatoes have eyes 
and the corn has ears.

• What type of horses only go out at 
night? Nightmares.

• How did the farmer find his lost cow? 
He tractor down.

NO-Interest Loan Program 
The Rosebud Conservation District no-interest loan program was created in 1982 in order to encourage 
people to install conservation practices and utilize the money that was available to the district. The Districts 
no-interest loan is available to area producers for the development of conservation practices and systems 
as a part of a conservation plan to benefit agricultural land within the Rosebud Conservation District.  
Conservation program loans can be applied in a number of different practices including; storage tanks, 
stream bank stabilization, pumps, irrigation pipelines, grass seeding, water-spreading, fencing, reservoirs, 
dams, stock tanks, pipelines, pivots and sagebrush clearing.  

The Rosebud Conservation District loan program is an excellent tool to help you achieve your conservation 
goals. Loans are available up to $50,000 with a 0% interest rate.  There is an administrative fee of three 
percent.  Applicants apply through the Rosebud Conservation District Board of Supervisors, applica-tions are 
accepted and reviewed at the regular meeting. Loan Payments will begin on December 15, not less than 6 
months after the loan date.  Applicant are encouraged to become cooperators of the District.  Loans will NOT 
be allowed for reseeding Capability Class 6,7 &8 lands that have been converted after January 1, 1983.  

For more information  or an application, for the No-Interest Loan Program, contact Bobbi Vannattan at the 
Rosebud Conservation District office at 406-351-8012 or email: bobbi.vannattan@mt.usda.gov  or check out 
our website at www.rosebudcd.com.
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CUSTER COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT RECEIVES NACD TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE GRANT 

MILES CITY, MT – Today, the Custer County Conservation District in Miles City, MT announced 
it was awarded a technical assistance grant from the National Association of Conservation 
Districts (NACD). 
Walter Rolf, Custer County Conservation District Chairman, noted the success of collaborative partnerships 
between Montana Conservation Districts and USDA’s Natural Resource Conservation Service 
to “achieve meaningful conservation results for irrigators in the Yellowstone River corridor”. 
This is the third year of the NACD technical assistance grant program, which was created with funds 
from the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) to help increase staffing at the field level and provide conservation services to farmers, 
ranchers and local communities across the U.S. 
Custer County Conservation District will manage this grant on behalf of the Yellowstone River Conservation 
District Council (YRCDC), a coalition of 11 conservation districts bordering the Yellowstone 
River. YRCDC staff will provide technical assistance to Ag producers and local NRCS staff in Rosebud, 
Park and Treasure counties, with developing and implementing Targeted Implementation Plans 
aimed at improving water quality and irrigation water management. 
“Since 2018, NACD and NRCS have worked together to increase staffing at the field level for conservation 
districts,” NACD President Tim Palmer said. “This increased technical capacity helps to 
improve conservation services to farmers, ranchers and local communities across the nation.” 
To date in 2020, NACD and NRCS have awarded $15 million in technical assistance grants. Since 
the program’s inception, NACD has funded technical assistance in all 50 states and three U.S. 
territories. “Even in this time of a national emergency, farmers and ranchers have conservation 
concerns that need to be addressed,” Palmer said. “NACD is proud to provide funding to America’s 
conservation districts and allow for more boots on the ground, providing our growers with support 
for their individual landscapes and resource concerns.” 
Visit NACD’s website to learn more about the grant program. The National Association of 
Conservation Districts is the non-profit organization that represents the nation’s 3,000 conservation 
districts, their state associations and the 17,000 men and women who serve on their governing boards. 
For more than 70 years, local conservation districts have worked with cooperating landowners and managers 
of private working lands to help them plan and apply effective conservation practices. For more 
information about NACD, visit: www.nacdnet.org. 

Area IV meeting hosted by Treasure County CD October 7, 2020 
will be held via video Conference.  

Area meetings will look a little different this year.  Treasure County Conservation District is the host of the 2020 Area IV 
meeting to be held on October 7th, 2020 at 9am.  Each district will host its own board and producers who wish to be at 
the meeting.  Due to Covid –19, we will be having the meetings through a zoom video conferencing program.  Contact 
your district to let them know  that you would like to attend the meeting.  Each district will have their own space with 
social distancing  available.  For more information on the area IV meeting contact Angie Stahl at 406.342.5511 ext.101 
or email at:Angela.Stahl@mt.nacdnet.net  
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Leafy Spurge 
Have you noticed any flowers on your landscape or river bottoms that are a yellow/bright green color and grow in 
patches? Did the stems and leaves exude a white milky latex? You might have seen leafy spurge. Leafy spurge is listed 
as a noxious weed in Montana. Leafy spurge can be a difficult noxious weed to control and manage.  

A leafy spurge’s flowering stem can produce between 30 and 130 seeds, which have a seed dormancy of up to 8 years. 
One of the difficulties for control is its ability to regenerate from seed or vegetative growth. This means that leafy 
spurge can generate new plants from their extensive rhizome root system. Rhizomes are underground horizontal root 
systems that promote vegetative regrowth through buds along the roots. This means that leafy spurge does not re-
quire seeds to regenerate. Once management has taken place, leafy spurge can still sprout up from the roots if proper 
methods and timing of control are not followed. Treated patches should be followed up to ensure successful manage-
ment. This means that treating an area again if leafy spurge is still present is an important step to preventing herbicide 
tolerance or regenerated stands.  

Management for leafy spurge can be biological, herbicidal, cultural, or integrated.  Biological management includes 
releasing biological insect populations into leafy spurge patches to eat and disrupt the uptake of nutrients and water 
to the plants. This can greatly reduce the density of the leafy spurge patches, while being a chemical free option of 
control. There are many different species of biological control insects that can be used based on environmental condi-
tions and the target species controlled. Herbicidal control involves chemical herbicide application at the correct rate 
and time of the year to inhibit leafy spurge growth. This can be one of the most efficient and economical ways to con-
trol patches of leafy spurge due to the large root systems and vegetative regrowth. Herbicides that have been used to 
control leafy spurge include 2,4-D, glyphosate, dicamba, imazapic, and picloram. Always read the herbicide label to 
determine the species treated, application rates, timing, and any application restrictions that might be in place. Cul-
tural control methods include tilling, mowing, burning, and hand pulling. These are not 
the most effective methods by themselves due to the leafy spurge’s regenerative root 
system. Integrated pest management is a combination of these control methods. It 
could be releasing biological insects on a patch after treating with an herbicide. Another 
option could be spraying herbicide after burning a patch of leafy spurge to reduce the 
amount of litter and old growth which could allow better herbicide application to the 
ground or young new regenerated shoots.  

Hopefully this article has helped with some identification and management options for leafy spurge. For more infor-
mation on leafy spurge or other invasive species you might be noticing, please contact your local USDA-NRCS office 
and we can help with identification, conservation programs, or help you find a contact for weed control. You can find 
your local USDA-NRCS Field Office here: https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/mt/contact/local/. 
By: Randell Hopkins, Soil Conservationist, Hardin NRCS Field Office 

Ecology and Management of Leafy Spurge by Jim Jacobs, USDA-NRCS, July 2007 

Find us on Face Book under these names: 

Rosebud Conservation District & Rocky Rosebud 

Treasure County Conservation District 

Big Horn Conservation District 

(feel free to reach out to us to be added to our friends or invite 
to like our pages) 10 3

NEWS RELEASE 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Chaley Harney, Planning Committee Co-Coordinator, 406-855-2847, 
chaley@montanabeefcouncil.org 

Women Stepping Forward for Agriculture Conference a Success 
October 1, 2021, Billings, Mont. – Over 100 women gathered in Billings, Mont. at the Big Horn Resort 
for the annual Women Stepping Forward for Agriculture conference and trade show on September 28-
30, 2021. This year’s confer-ence was packed with speakers that delivered information on today’s most 
relevant topics including putting structure to fundraising, building a business in agriculture, telling your 
story, calving 101, goal setting to advance your mission, and lots of opportunities for networking.

The Women in Business panel featured Becky Stahl, Becky’s Berries; Jennifer Webber, Entrepreneurship 
Collective, LLC, and Landa

Uffelman, The Farmers Daughter General Store. Attendees 
also heard from farming and ranching couples at different 
points in their agricultural careers, speaking about generational 
differences and how they have moved their operations forward.

Further technical presentations included rapid fire education 
topics rang-ing from a year in the life of a beekeeper, beef 
to school programs, reimagining a vibrant future for rural 
Montana, GoatMT, Alzheimer’s warning signs, and a ventenata 
control project.

A welcome reception was held Tuesday evening at Liberty & Vine Country Store. Wednesday evening’s 
activities rounded out the opportunities to get to know fellow attendees with a calving simulator, social 
hour, dinner, and BINGO.

Pictures from this year’s fun event can be found on the organization’s Facebook page, along with 
announcements. The planning committee is reviewing surveys from attendees and soliciting venues for 
next year’s conference.

This conference is a special project of the Billings Community Foundation. A special thank you to the 
generous spon-sors that are helping make this conference happen: Stockman Bank, Bank of Baker, 
Montana Farm Bureau Federa-tion, Billings Livestock Commission/Northern Livestock, Montana Grain 
Growers, Northwest Farm Credit Service, Grazing Lands Conservation Initiative, and the Montana 
Department of Agriculture.

Wes Davenport Joins the Rosebud Conservation District Board of Supervisors 
Wes Davenport is a 4th generation cattle rancher residing on 
Rosebud Creek. Wes was born in Glasgow, he has spent most 
his life here in Rosebud County. He graduated from South 
Dakota State University with a Bachelor’s Degree in Animal 
Science.  Upon graduating, he moved back to Rosebud Creek 
to continue growing his cow herd on the ranch.  Wes has a 
wife named Tiffany and two boys. They made their home on 
the ranch along with raising their two sons. In their spare time 
they like to go camping and explore Montana and surrounding 
states. Wes has been appointed to fill the position on the board 
his dad Davenport has filled since 1994.  Rosebud CD welcomes 
Wes and we are excited to have his presence on the board.  

Stephanie Criswell, New Conservation District Bureau  Program Manager 
Steph joined Montana’s Department of Natural Resources and Conservation in March 2014 first as 
a grant and program manager for the Resource Development Bureau. She then became DNRC’s first 
invasive species program manager and has been the coordinator for the Montana In-vasive Species 
Council (MISC) since it was established in 2014 and administers the state’s Aquatic Invasive Species 
Grant Program. In 2016, Steph served on the Mussel Incident Command Re-sponse Team when 
invasive mussels were detected in the state. In late 2019, she was appointed by Governor Bullock to 
serve on the Western Invasive Species Council to represent the state of Montana, where she served 
as Vice President in 2020. Steph earned a BA in Environmental Stud-ies from the Evergreen State 
College and a MBA from the University of Montana. She is a certified PMP (project management 
professional). Prior to joining DNRC, Steph worked for the National Parks & Conservation Association 
(NPCA). Her first position with NPCA was as a program coordinator for the Northern Rockies regional 
office where she was charged with reinvigorating NPCA’s advocacy presence with the 13 national 
monuments, battlefields, and historic sites in the region. In March 2009, she joined NPCA’s Center 
for Park Management to apply her advocacy experience and education to park management issues. 
Prior to NPCA, Steph worked for 10 years in the pub-lishing industry as a marketing manager and 
acquisitions editor specializing in books on outdoor recreation, nature, and regional history. She 
maintains those interests as a freelance project man-ager, editor, and published author. She has also 
worked for the Washington and Montana State legislatures and Atmosphere 

If you would like to be removed from this newsletter mailing list or would like to be 
added please contact Makayla Ingman at rockyrosebud29@gmail.com 

If you like to receive the Conservation Connection through email, please send your 
contact information to Makayla at the Rosebud Conservation  District, Angie at 
Treasure County CD or Big Horn CD
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By John Grassy, Montana Department of Natural 
Resources and Conservation 
As a boy growing up on the family ranch in Ekalaka, 
Mont., Doug Bonsell was an avid reader of The 
Conservationist. He learned about the newest grazing 
practices, the importance of healthy soils, and many 
other topics of interest to an aspiring rancher. One 
month, the magazine had a story on habitat – what 
it was, why it was important, and how a landowner 
might restore or create habitat where none had been 
before. By the time he reached high school, Doug was 
making plans for developing habitat on the ranch. His 
first interest was birds, upland species such as sharp-
tailed grouse and Hungarian partridge. Years later, 
when Doug and his wife, Ronda, purchased the family 
ranch, his visions of bird habitat became reality. Over many years the couple would plant more than 17,000 trees and 
shrubs. They planted buffaloberry, chokecherry, cotoneaster, juneberry, sumac, Russian almond, silverberry, currant, 
honeysuckle and apricot. They left standing grain and planted cover crops. In number and diversity, the birds flourished. 
Around 2012, Doug’s interest in habitat found a new focus. He was seeing articles about pollinators, the term applied 
to a wide range of insects and other animals that carry out one of the world’s most important natural functions. As they 
visit flowering plants in search of nectar or pollen for food, these insects transfer grains of pollen from the anther to 
the stigma of a flower, fertilizing it, and enabling the plant to produce seeds. Bees, both wild and domesticated, are the 
most important pollinators of all, but moths, butterflies, wasps, flies, hummingbirds, even some ant and beetle species 
pollinate as well. 
Doug and Ronda visited their local USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) office in 2013 and were 
excited to learn they might be eligible for a program to cover a portion of the costs of planting a variety of wildflowers 
and other plants attractive to both wild pollinators and the small colony of honey bees they kept. The 2008 Farm Bill 
contained provisions to encourage pollinator conservation; the 2014 Farm Bill continued to support pollinators through 
the Environmental Quality In-centives Program (EQIP) Honey Bee Pollinator Special Initiative, which provides financial 
assistance to landowners interested in creating, enhancing and managing habitat for honey bees. 
For the Bonsells, NRCS conservationists drew up an agreement and provided guidelines for the new habitat. One of 
Doug’s daughters helped NRCS design a site plan, a series of plots laid out along the entrance road to the ranch totaling 
four acres. The Bridger Plant Materials Center furnished the seed stock while the Bonsells prepared the ground. In the 
fall of 2017, NRCS fur-nished a seeder for the planting. Most of the plots contained a single variety of flower; others 
were planted with a mix of sever-al species. As the plants get established and pollinators begin to appear, NRCS and the 
Bonsell family will monitor and docu-ment the species that visit and the types of flowers they seek out. 
For Doug, an innovator and steward, the project is another effort to benefit the natural world that has sustained his life 
as a rancher. “If you keep taking from the land, you’re going to have nothing left. You’ve got to give back,” he says. “The 
situation with pollinators is like so many others – if everybody does a little, that’s a lot.” 

Check back with RCD on Pollinator Projects in Spring 2022.

Pollinator Takes Off in Montana

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees and applicants for 
employment on the bases of race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where 
applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental sta-tus, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual’s income 
is derived from any public assistance pro-gram, or protected genetic information in employment or in any program or activity 
conducted or funded by the Department.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs and/or employment activities.)

The National Center for Appropriate Technology will lead a regional partnership to help more than 300 
beginning farmers and ranchers across the Northern Great Plains explore the value, viability, and resilience 
of raising organic field crops. 
NCAT will lead this $600,000 three-year Preparing a Resilient Future project alongside the Montana 
Organic Association, Northern Plains Sustainable Agriculture Society, Center for Rural Affairs, the Intertribal 
Agriculture Council, Nebraska Sustainable Agriculture Society, International Organic Inspectors Association, 
North Dakota State, and University of Wyoming 
“The Preparing a Resilient Future project is unique in that it will help beginning farmers and ranchers fully 
explore the economic and productive viability of organic systems in the Northern Great Plains,” said NCAT 
Agricultural and Natural 
Resource Economist and Project Director Jeff Schahczenski. “NCAT has long-recognized that farmers and 
ranchers learn best from other farmers and ranchers.” 
Unlike most programs focused on beginning farmers and ranchers, the new project targets medium to 
large-scale field crop and livestock operations. This project was selected in a national competition under the 
Beginning Farmers and Ranchers Development Program funded through the USDA National Institute of Food 
and Agriculture. 
Researchers often assume that beginning organic farmers are smaller-scale operations because of the 
challenge of finding and acquiring affordable land and high cost of larger-scale machinery. Programs that 
help beginning farmers tend to focus on organic specialty crops like fruits, vegetables, tree nuts and flowers. 
Research has shown that only about 25 percent of Beginning Farmers and Ranchers Development programs 
train and educate beginning farmers to focus on commodity field crops such as, wheat, barley, lentils, 
chickpeas, dry peas and beans and oilseeds as well as beef livestock production. 

Why Field Crops? 
Interest in growing organic field crops is on the rise in the Northern Great Plains, and there appears to be 
good reason to think there would be markets for them. 
Research shows that organic vegetable and specialty crop growers are meeting the national demand in the 
U.S. because there’s a net export of their products. At the same time, organically grown field crops are being 
imported into the U.S. at stable and sometimes increasing rates. 
“Organic farming is not prescriptive,” said Jamie Ryan Lockman, Executive Director of the Montana Organic 
Association and Co-Project Director. “It is a system that requires diverse crops and diverse approaches 
subject to constant change. Montana is the number one organic wheat- and pulse-producing state in 
the country; it is uniquely positioned to pro-vide education as well as opportunities to meet, learn, 
collaborate, mentor, do business, and more.” 

Bringing in the Community 
NCAT and the project collaborators will host intensive training sessions, one-on-one technical assistance, 
and on-farm workshops and tours. The training will be conducted in two-day “Organic Academy Road 
Show” sessions. Importantly, experienced organic farmers and ranchers are some of the lead trainers in this 
project.   
In addition to the farmers and ranchers taking part, the sessions will include other members of their 
agricultural communities, including civic leaders, county Extension agents and officials from USDA agencies 
such as the Farm Service Administration and the Natural Resources Conservation Service. 
That outreach is vital as support for the beginning farmers and to introduce organic farming and ranching to 
the agricultural community in their area.



8 5

Education and Outreach with Central & Eastern Montana Invasive Species Team (CEMIST) 
Colin Threlkeld -Big Sky Watershed Corps Member 
CEMIST Education & Outreach Specialist
This year the Central & Eastern Montana Invasive Species Team (CEMIST) is 
conducting an all taxa invasive species education & outreach program. The 
program focuses on raising awareness amongst the community, recreators, and 
industry leaders about the threats and impacts of various invasive species to 
Montana’s economy and natural resources. Aquatic invasive species, noxious 
weeds, invasive plants, forest pests, and feral swine all threaten Montana’s 
economy and natural resources. By incorporating the various invasive species 
prevention campaigns adopted by the state, we are able to get stakeholders, 
community members, and outdoor recreators to actively participate in the preven-tion of invasive species to new 
areas of the state. People and their activities are the primary vectors of spread when it comes to invasive species 
and the more that we can raise the awareness level of these threats, the better protected our natural re-sources 
are going to be. By attending various educational events with local school groups, CEMIST is looking to get the 
next generation involved with the conservation and preservation of Montana’s amazing resources. Leaders in the 
agriculture and outdoor recreation industries have been engaged by conducting industry outreach site visits in order 
to educate them on the various invasive species threats, 
impacts, and prevention practices. The purpose of these 
industry outreach site visits is to raise the awareness 
level of invasive species prevention practices amongst 
communities that are most likely to spread invasive 
species. CEMIST is also attending local community 
events such as the Craig Caddis Festival, State Fair, and 
the Stock Growers Association Convention to bolster 
invasive species outreach efforts throughout the state. 
CEMIST outreach efforts were also featured on the 
Great Falls Tourism podcast ‘We’re No Dam Experts’ in 
Episode 37: That’s What Tree Said. CEMIST members 
recently received training in aquatic invasive species 
early detection and monitoring training from FWP. The 
group will be participating in aquatic invasive species 
surveying and monitoring efforts in 5 regions in Montana 
with major watersheds that significantly contribute to 
Montana’s economy each year. This is important because 
aquatic invasive species can have huge effects on the 
state’s two primary industries: 1) agriculture and 2) 
outdoor recreation. For example, the estimated cost of 
the introduction of invasive mussels to Montana would 
be $234 million annually (DNRC). Whereas, the state 
currently only spends $6.5 million annually on prevention 
efforts which is only approximately 3% of the cost of 
introduc-tion of these invasive mussels (DNRC).

Views expressed by individual 
columnists in this newsletter do 
not necessarily reflect the official 
policy of the Rosebud & Big Horn  
Coservation Districts.

The Big Horn, Rosebud & 
Treasure County Conservation 
Districts proudly salute and thank 
our Service men and women at 
home and overseas.

USDA Offers Online Tool for Drought-Stricken Ranchers to Estimate Compensation for Feed Transportation 
An online tool is now available to help ranchers document and estimate payments to cover feed transportation costs 
caused by drought, which are now covered by the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-raised 
Fish Program (ELAP). The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) updated the program this year to include feed 
transportation costs as well as lowered the threshold for when assistance for water hauling expenses is available. 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will begin taking applications this fall.   
“Drought has had a tremendous impact on producers, and we are thinking outside the box to help producers mitigate 
the effects of drought, which is a necessary first step to realizing the Secretary ’s vision of ensuring agricultural 
producers get a fair share of the food dollar, ” said FSA Administrator Zach Ducheneaux. “From climate change to COVID 
-19, we are con-tinuously working to make our programs as flexible as possible and so they effectively help producers 
face today ’s chal-lenges.” 
The new ELAP Feed Transportation Producer Tool is a Microsoft Excel workbook that enables ranchers to input 
information specific to their operation to determine an estimated payment. Final payments may vary depending on 
eligibility.   
To use the tool, ranchers will need:
• Number of truckloads for this year.
• Mileage per truckload this year.
• Share of feed cost this year (if splitting loads).
• Number of truckloads you normally haul.
• Normal mileage per truckload.

Rosebud Conservation District Reserved Water 
Montana’s water reservation law provides an opportunity to legally 
allocate water for future consumptive uses as well as to maintain in-
stream flows to protect water rights, aquatic life, and water quality. 
The conservation district water reservations are for agricultural 
irrigation and in some districts for stock watering. Districts rely on 
land users within the basin to develop the water resource and put the 
reserved  water to use. Districts encourage land users and resource 

managers to apply for reserved water for new or supplemental irrigation projects. 
A reservation is subject to protection under the Montana Water Use Act and is an appropriate water right  protected by 
law. In the case of the conservation district, the right is held by the district on behalf of the individual users. Individuals 
will apply to the district once they have plans to put the water to use. A water user receives an authorization or permit 
from the district for the right to use a portion of the district’s reserved water. Legally, this is the same as when an indi-
vidual obtains a permit from the Department of   Natural Resources & Conservation (DNRC) to use water. 
 The Rosebud Conservation District, as a water reservation holder, is responsible for apportioning the reservation in an 
equitable manner. The district is also responsible for administering the use of its reserved water and in accordance with 
the “Board of Natural Resources Board Order Establishing Water  Reservations”. Rosebud Conservation District holds a 
water reservation of 87,003 acre-feet per year with a maximum flow rate of 540.7 cubic feet per second from the main 
stem of the Yellowstone River which has a priority date of December 15, 1978 (4:18 P.M.) 

Rosebud Conservation District has
85,520.40 acre-feet and a flow rate of 462.38 cubic feet per second available. 

 If you are in need of reserved water and would like more information or an application contact  Rosebud Conservation 
District’s Administrator Bobbi Vannattan at 406-351-28222 or visit our website at www.rosebudcd.com
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St Xavier Watercraft Inspection Station 
The Big Horn Conservation District has partnered with Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks; Montana 
Department of Natural Resource; and other Montana Conservation District to continue the operation of the Saint 
Xavier Watercraft Inspection Station.  The watercraft inspection station is located on Highway 313 between Saint 
Xavier and Fort Smith and will run until October 24th. 

Watercraft inspections are a way of intercepting vessels and equipment 
that have the potential to spread aquatic invasive species (AIS) and to de-
contaminate them (if necessary) before launching into Montana waters.   

The station is open seven days a week from 7am to 4pm. 

What can I expect at a watercraft inspection station? 

A watercraft inspection typically takes less than 10 minutes.  Watercraft inspection stations serve to inform the 
public of the threat of AIS and to physically inspect vessels for aquatic invasive species.  The inspection consists of a 
boater interview, a watercraft inspection and decontamination (if necessary). The interview consists of questions 
relating to boater origin and movement, water user type, live bait usage, knowledge of AIS, cleaning methods, 
cleaning frequency, and number of launches per year. 

What is expected of you? 

CLEAN, DRAIN, DRY your watercraft prior to arrival at a watercraft inspection station.  Drain your bilge, ballast 
tanks, live wells, and any storage compartments.  Dispose of all plants and animals away from lakes or rivers.  If 
you have an outboard engine, lower the outdrive on the engine to release any residual water. Know your local fish-
ing regulations.  It is prohibited in some areas to be in possession of live fish/bait. Failure to follow these steps will 
result in a longer inspection.  If you arrive prepared, inspections should take only a few minutes. 

Views expressed by individual column-
ists in this newsletter do not necessarily 
reflect the official policy of the Rosebud 
& Big Horn  Conservation Districts. 

The Big Horn, Rosebud & Treasure 
County Conservation Districts proudly 
salute and thank our Service men and 
women at home and overseas. 
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Montana Focused Conservation….How Can This Benefit Our County? 
Seanna Torske 
Supervisory District Conservationist, Hardin Work Unit 
You may have noticed over the last couple years that Montana NRCS has been making a transition over to a different 
method of how we administer our Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) funding, which is referred to as 
Montana Focused Conservation (MFC).  Focused Conservation begins with goals identified in county-level Long 
Range Plans. Instead of funding conservation projects on a scattered, farm-by-farm approach, NRCS targets its in-
vestments in very specific areas to achieve clearly defined natural resource goals as identified by local partners.  
NRCS then develops Targeted Implementation Plans (TIPs) to guide on-the-ground implementation.   
Beginning in Fiscal Year (FY) 2020, general EQIP funding and funding for special projects in Montana is directed to 
the highest-ranking Targeted Implementation Plans. NRCS will commit funds to TIPs for the duration of the plans, 
usually two to three years. Montana landowners will still be able to participate in national priorities (for example: 
Sage Grouse Initiative, High Tunnels, etc.) as they have in the past. 
So, how can you make this work for your county?  Here are a few things that can help you make the most of MFC: 

Participate in your Local Working Group meetings:  Each year, local NRCS field offices will convene local working 
groups to gather input from farmers, ranchers, partners and others to develop or renew long range plans. 
NRCS will complete Targeted Implementation plans based on local input and other data gathered.  This is 
your opportunity to make your voice heard and helps NRCS develop new TIP proposals for the upcoming fis-
cal year.  

Visit with your local NRCS Field Office:  Visit with your local Field Office about resource concerns that you feel 
need to be addressed, either on your ag operation or in the general area.  Getting this input from our cus-
tomers is vitally important (just like convening Local Working Group meetings) for NRCS when planning pro-
ject proposals. 

Visit with your neighbors about MFC:  For example, maybe you have a problem weed on your ranch; and it 
might be very likely your neighbors are experiencing the same problem.  TIP proposals utilize the power of 
multiple landowners in one area undertaking similar conservation projects to achieve a regional or landscape
-scale result.  Having several landowners within a specific area who are dealing with the same issues can help
NRCS to develop a TIP that might address this specific resource concern in a defined project area.

If you would like to learn more about MFC, you can visit the Montana NRCS website here:  https://
www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/mt/home/.  You can also contact your local NRCS Field Office for more 
information.  

When is a 310 permit needed?
     A 310 permit is REQUIRED if you are planning ANY project that physically alters or modifies the bed or 
banks of a stream. The purpose of the permit is to minimize soil erosion and sedimentation, protect and  pre-
serve streams and rivers in their natural or existing state, and to prevent damage to the lands and    property 
immediately adjacent to steams and rivers. 

     The application process is easy, simply pick one up at your local conservation district, upon completion, 
return the application to the office.. An inspection of the proposed project is necessary, afterwards, the Board 
of Supervisors determine the fate of the 310 permit. Sometimes additional permits are required and it is the 
responsibility of the producer to secure all permits before beginning any projects.   

All Perennial Streams in Big Horn , Rosebud  & Treasure Counties 
Require a 310 Permit! 

If you are not sure please contact your local conservation  district! 
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Rosebud Conservation District 

Cover Crop Cost Share  

Rosebud Conservation District is looking for producers who are seeking diversity in no-till cropping systems. 

Incentive- $20 per acre with a max of 20 acres  

    The purpose of the soil health incentive is to encourage the utilization of cover crops in no-till cropping systems.  
The proper cover crop can economically control erosion, reduce runoff, increase organic matter, break up crop disease 
patterns, cycle deep nutrients, and be used for haying and/or grazing. RCD will pay the actual seed and seeding cost 
up to $20 an acre up to 20 acres or $400 per producer in the conservation district boundaries. Responsibilities of the 
producer are to prepare a weed free seed bed, note all important observations, agree to tours and news article, if ap-
plicable, and provide information regarding  fertilizer techniques. A requirement of the cost share agreement is that 
seed mixtures consist of at least three species of seed in the cover crop planting.     

Contact Rosebud Conservation District at  406.351.8012 

Rosebud Conservation District 
270 Prospect Forsyth, MT 406-351-8012 

For Sale: 
*Wildlife Ramp~ $20.00
*Gate Latch~ $20.00
*Marking Flags (5”x8”)~ $10.00/
bundle

For Rent: 
*Track Filler~ $100.00/day or
$200.00/week
*No Till Drill~ $7.00/acre (200 acre
maximum)

Books For Sale: 
*Range Plants of Montana~ $15.00
*Rosebud County Land Ownership
Map Books  $28.00/small or $40.00/
large $38.00/small aerial view or

Treasure County Conservation District 
211 Elliot Avenue Hysham, MT 59038  406-342-5510 ext. 102 

For Sale: 
*Marking Flags (5”x8”)~
$10.00/bundle
*Wildlife Ramp~ $20.00

For Rent: 
*Great Plains Native Grass
Drill~ $7.00/acre (200 acre
maximum)

Books For Sale: 
*Treasure County Land Own-
ership Map Books~ $16.00
small or $20.00/large

Big Horn Conservation District 
205 13th Street West. Hardin, MT 59034  406-665-3442 

For Sale: 
*Moisture Probe~ $65.00
*Wildlife Ramp~ $25.00
*Hydro source Plant Gel~ $7.00/pint

For Rent: 
*Tree Planter~ $.10/tree ($30.00 min)
*Fabric Layer~ $.10/tree ($30.00 min w/o fabric purchase)
or $.05/tree + fabric cost (w/ fabric  purchase)

Once again the  Bighorn and Rosebud Conservation Districts will conduct tree 
sales. We offer a wide variety of tree and shrub species in a variety of sizes. We al-
so offer native grasses, perennials and garden perennials.   Orders will start Octo-
ber 31,st, and for the best availability, order before November 30, 2020, although 
we do take orders until early April.  A 50% deposit is required on all orders when 

they are placed. Delivery is late April to early May of 2020, weather dependent.  Please check our websites 
for updates and ordering information.  
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Montana FSA: USDA to Provide Additional Direct Assistance to Farmers 
and Ranchers Impacted by the Coronavirus 

President Donald J. Trump and U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue  announced last week up to an addition-
al $14 billion for agricultural producers who continue to face market disruptions and associated costs because of 
COVID-19. Signup for the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP 2) will begin September 21 and run through 
December 11, 2020. 

“America’s agriculture communities are resilient, but still face many challenges due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
President Trump is once again demonstrating his commitment to ensure America’s farmers and ranchers remain in 
business to produce the food, fuel, and fiber America needs to thrive,” said Secretary Perdue. “We listened to 
feedback received from farmers, ranchers and agricultural organizations about the impact of the pandemic on our 
nations’ farms and ranches, and we developed a program to better meet the needs of those impacted.” 

Rosebud Conservation District Reserved Water 

     If you are in need of reserved water and would like more information or an application contact  Rosebud 
Conservation District’s Administrator Bobbi Vannattan at 406-351-8012 or visit our website at 

www.rosebudcd.com 
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SWCS Soil Health Bus Tour 2021 
By Shalaine Watson, Forsyth NRCS 

The crew started off in Billings, then picking up participants in Miles City. The excitement started with 
presentation at Kalyn & Leslie Bohle’s ranch outside of Baker, MT on intensive grazing on tame pasture, portable 
stock water systems and bale grazing. This got the participants minds going and conservations started. A stop 
at chip and Ann Fischer’s provided a lovely lunch and learning  about compost and some great techniques. 
The long trek to Pierre was full of nice scenery of some greener grass and lots of bales of hay, which was a nice 
break from drought-stricken MT.  
The following day started off early at the Dakota Lakes research farm where participants learned about crop 
rotation diversity, no-till, economics, soil biology, irrigation and incorporating livestock. A stop in Akaska, SD 
brought the soil health and human health paths together learning about Roy Thompsons journey with his 
personal health struggling with Crohn’s disease. He also changed his farming practices to incorporate pollinator 
health, less tillage, less chemical and produce his crops more regeneratively.  
The herd then headed to Black Leg Ranch for tour of cover crops producing in a drought and how their 
operation has accommodated the lower rainfall. The resilience the Doan’s have built in their soils really show on 
a dry year. We had 
dinner in their gorgeous venue and even got to try some of their on-site. 
The next morning, we wrapped the field part up at Menoken Farm outside of Bismarck. Jay and crew showed us 
their worm casting operation, compost tea, the greenhouse on site, their inter seeding cover crop between corn 
row study and cover crops for grazing. They’ve incorporated perennials into the crop and grazing rotation.  With 
everything the farm does they are collecting data on livestock performance on both sheep and cattle on site.  
To quench our thirst, we headed to Dickenson to the Phat Fish Brewery for delicious pizza and beer while 
hearing how soil health incorporates into brewing from Jon Stika.  
As always, an immense amount of information and ideas were presented and exchanged, cussed and discussed 
and continue to be mulled over for months to come.  
Thank you to Rosebud CD for sponsoring Ron May to attend. Ron has a ranch in Ashland as well as a brewery in 
Pol-son, so this tour was a perfect fit for both of his operations!


